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We were also excited to welcome six
new members to the IPARKS program
in 2025. This growth reflects the
strength of the program, the trust of
our members, and the shared
commitment to proactive risk
management across our
communities.

On behalf of the Board, thank you to
all IPARKS members for your
continued partnership and
confidence in the program. IPARKS
not only helps manage risk—it
supports the preservation,
accessibility, and responsible use of
our parks, forest preserves,
conservancies, and special recreation
facilities, enhancing quality of life
throughout the communities we
serve.

As we look ahead to 2026, the IPARKS
program will transition to a new
program administrator, bringing
additional depth of experience and
support for our members. This
change is intended to strengthen
IPARKS’ ability to deliver practical
guidance, dependable claims
coordination, and thoughtful risk
management solutions, while
maintaining the responsive,
member‑focused service districts rely
on. While the administrator will
change, IPARKS’ core commitment
remains the same: trusted
partnership, flexibility, and service
tailored to each member’s needs.

Thank you for your dedication to
public outdoor spaces and for your
continued support of IPARKS.

As Chair, I am pleased to share
highlights and accomplishments
from the IPARKS program over the
past year on behalf of the Board of
Directors. Throughout 2025, IPARKS
continued to serve our members
with a clear focus on what has
always defined the program: making
risk management easy, empowering
members to act with confidence,
and delivering solutions tailored to
each district’s needs.

Risk management remains the
cornerstone of IPARKS. Our service
team stayed deeply engaged with
members, providing responsive
guidance, practical resources, and
thoughtful support that promotes
safe community engagement and
sustainable outdoor recreation. We
strive to make risk management
easy to navigate, empowering
members with the tools, ideas, and
advice needed to protect their
districts while confidently serving
their communities. Just as
importantly, IPARKS is not a
one‑size‑fits‑all program—our team
partners with each member to
ensure coverage and services truly
reflect individual operations and
exposures.

IPARKS has long taken pride in
delivering exceptional member
service, and 2025 was no exception.
Our communication efforts—
including e‑blasts, newsletters,
advertisements, and the annual
calendar—continued to connect
members with timely and relevant
resources. The IPARKS Resource
eLibrary remains a valuable training
and education tool, and recent
updates to its look and feel have
improved usability. In 2026, we look
forward to expanding its content to
further support member safety,
operations, and risk management
efforts.

Warm regards,

KEVIN YATES 
Executive Director, Chillicothe Park District
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KEVIN YATES 
Kevin Yates has been the Executive Director of Chillicothe Park District since 2000. Under his leadership, the park
district evolved from 40 acres, one pool, a pavilion, and an aging clubhouse to 250 acres and 10 facilities. Kevin
has a passion for parks, recreation, and his community. He has served as a volunteer for the Chillicothe Optimist
Club, a member of the Marketing and Tourism Committee, a trustee on the Board of the Heart of Illinois Special
Recreation Association, the Board President for the Chillicothe Illinois Chamber of Commerce, a Board Member
for the Pearce Community Center, and Founder and Administrator of the Chillicothe Parks Foundation.
Recognized as a National Recreation and Park Association-certified director, Kevin earned the Illinois Basketball
Coaches Association Junior High Coach of the Year Award and was named by Peoria Magazine as one of its 40
Leaders Under 40. 

CHAIRMAN/ CHILLICOTHE PARK DISTRICT YATESK@CHILLICOTHEPARKDISTRICT.ORG/ /

TED SCHULZ VICE CHAIRMAN NEW LENOX COMMUNITY PARK DISTRICT TED@THEFINALCUTINC.COM/ / /
Ted Schulz has been a commissioner of the New Lenox Community Park District since 2013 and is currently
serving as President. During his tenure, various OSLAD and PARC grant projects have been completed, including
the Lincoln Way Special Recreation Building, Leigh Creek South Park, Walker Country Estates Splash Pad, Sky
Harbor Park, and the current Hibernia Phase II development. Ted is currently the Director of Buildings and
Grounds for Orland School District 135. Many of the issues and challenges faced by school districts are
applicable to those encountered by park districts. He is also a local business owner and has worked with budgets
and personnel. Ted’s passion is that recreation programs and park facilities serve all ages and people of all needs
in the community. He was a recipient of the Rising Star Award from the Illinois Association of Park Districts and is
Chairman on the Illinois Association of Park Districts Board.

PETER MURPHY
Peter Murphy is President and CEO of the Illinois Association of Park Districts (IAPD). He was responsible for the
formation of IPARKS in response to the insurance crisis facing IAPD’s membership and has served as a member of
the IPARKS Board since its inception in 1991. He has nearly 50 years of experience with state and local
government. Peter joined IAPD in 1980 as the Association’s General Counsel and led the initiation and passage of
landmark legislation impacting park districts, forest preserves, conservation districts, recreation, and special
recreation agencies at both statewide and national levels. This includes the Open Space Lands Acquisition and
Development Act (OSLAD), for which he initiated a dedicated funding source through the real estate transfer tax
that since 1986 has provided more than $675 million in grants. When matched locally, this has resulted in more
than $1.8 billion invested in outdoor recreational infrastructure across Illinois communities. He also played a key
role in the design and passage of legislation authorizing the youth license plate, benefitting after-school
programs for youth. As IAPD President and CEO, Peter has extensive experience in transitional leadership,
customer service, and organizational design and development. He manages the Association’s daily operations
and personnel and works with the IAPD Board of Trustees on strategic planning and member-focused goals. He is
a prolific author and actively builds corporate and nonprofit partnerships while directing all Association programs
and services, including advocacy, research, board member training, publications, education, public awareness,
and marketing. Peter holds a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Michigan and a Juris Doctorate
from the New England School of Law in Boston, Massachusetts. He was inducted into the American Academy for
Park and Recreation Administration in 2003. In 2024, he was inducted into the Illinois Conservation Foundation’s
Illinois Outdoor Hall of Fame and received the Cornelius Amory Pugsley Medal for Parks and Conservation from
the American Academy for Park and Recreation Administration for his lifetime contributions to public parks and
conservation.

SECRETARY IAPD PRESIDENT & CEO PMURPHY@ILPARKS.ORG/ / /

JASON ANSELMENT 
Jason Anselment is General Counsel for the Illinois Association of Park Districts (IAPD). Jason joined the IAPD in
2010. He serves as the contact for legal questions on park district, forest preserve, conservation, and local
government issues from members and their local counsel, in addition to serving as Association liaison to the
General Assembly. He also serves as liaison to the IAPD/IPRA Joint Legislative Committee, which establishes the
Association’s legislative platform and coordinates initiatives to promote positive legislation for parks, recreation,
and conservation. Jason has delivered legal presentations and authored dozens of articles on legal and legislative
issues affecting local government agencies.

BOARD MEMBER IAPD GENERAL COUNSEL JANSELMENT@ILPARKS.ORG/ / /
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Jay Morgan joined the IPARKS Board of Directors in 2012. Jay is the Executive Director of South Barrington Park
District. His history with the park district began with summer employment as a teen, learning all aspects of
park operations including lawn care, front desk clerk, lifeguard, tennis pro, and in 1992, he became the South
Barrington Club Manager. Later, he was the Facility Manager and was promoted to his current role as
Executive Director of the South Barrington Park District in 2007. Under his guidance, the park district has
grown from two parks totaling 15 acres to four parks with over 51 acres. He served as chairman of IPARKS and
of the Northwest Special Recreation Association Board of Directors. Jay has been a member of the United
States Professional Tennis Association (USPTA) since 1978 and earned the classification of Elite Professional.
He earned a Bachelors’ Degree in Business Management and Administration from Bradley University, where
he played four years of collegiate tennis. Jay recently became a national tennis champion with his son, Adam.
He has also earned his Merchant Mariner Credential and is a licensed sea captain.

 

Rachel Lenz serves as the Executive Director of the Urbana Park District, where she leads strategic initiatives
focused on community connection, inclusion, and long-term sustainability. Since joining the District in 2025, she
has prioritized strengthening organizational culture, advancing capital projects, and deepening community
partnerships to ensure parks and programs reflect the needs of all residents. Prior to her role in Urbana, Rachel
served as Executive Director of the Macomb Park District from 2017 to 2025, following several years in
progressive leadership roles within the organization. During her tenure, she led district-wide rebranding efforts,
guided marketing and fundraising initiatives, and led major park redevelopment and capital improvement
initiatives. Rachel’s work has been recognized by both her community and alma mater, including the 2022 Jim
Berousek Distinguished Alumnus Award from Western Illinois University’s Department of Recreation, Park &
Tourism Administration, the 2021 Paul Harris Fellow Award from the Rotary Club of Macomb, the 2018 Business
Leader of the Year Award from the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce, and the 2017 Graduate of the Last
Decade Award from WIU. She also serves on the Joint Conference Committee for the Soaring to New Heights
Conference.

 

A Pekin Park District Commissioner since 1993, Gary Gillis has been Board President twice, Park 4H
representative, Special Recreation President of the Illinois River Valley SRA, and Park Recreation Committee Chair.
He helped pioneer the establishment of the Pekin Park District Foundation and currently serves as President. In
2002, he chaired the Park’s 100th Anniversary Celebration. He is currently a Master Board Member. Gary served
as President of the Pekin Rotary Club from 1987-88 and 2015-16 and is currently President of its charitable
foundation, Pekin Rotary Charities. He is also Past-President of Pekin Main Street and was a member of Pekin’s
Marigold Festival Committee from 1981 through 2017. In 2024, the Marigold Festival honored him by naming him
its Grand Marshal. He currently serves on the Board of the Pekin Public Library as Treasurer and serves as Vice
President on the Board of the Everett M. Dirksen Congressional Research Center. In 2024, he served as Co-
Chairman of the Pekin Bicentennial Committee. He also received the “Community Hero Award” that year. In years
past, he earned Citizen of the Year and Business Leader of the Year awards. In 2025 Illinois Governor J.B. Pritzker
appointed him to his Department of Natural Resources Advisory Board. Gary has been a member of the Illinois
Association of Park District’s Board of Trustees since 2018 and previously served as Board Chairman in 2025. He
has served on the IPARKS Board since 2017. Professionally, he was a Financial Advisor with Edward Jones for over
40 years until he retired at the end of March 2019. During his tenure, he served in several leadership positions
that included representing clients’ interests in Washington DC as part of the Grassroots Task Force.

C.J. Metcalf served as a trustee with the Springfield Park District. He presently serves on the district’s Audit
Committee. C.J. is also a trustee with the Sangamon County Water Reclamation District. He has worked for the
Illinois Department of Insurance for over 25 years and is currently the Deputy Director of the Division of Innovation
& Emerging Issues.
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GARY GILLIS BOARD MEMBER PEKIN PARK DISTRICT GRGILLIS54@GMAIL.COM/ / /

JAY MORGAN BOARD MEMBER SOUTH BARRINGTON PARK DISTRICT JMORGAN@SBPD.NET/ / /

RACHEL LENZ BOARD MEMBER URBANA PARK DISTRICT RDLENZ@URBANAPARKS.ORG/ / /

C.J. METCALF BOARD MEMBER SPRINGFIELD PARK DISTRICT CJMETCALF1916@YAHOO.COM/ / /



GRANTS THAT PUT 
SAFETY INTO ACTION

 

IPARKS reinvests in its members through
targeted grant programs that support safety
improvements, training, and loss prevention
efforts—from trip‑hazard repairs and
playground enhancements to aquatics training
and facility upgrades.

MEMBER BENEFITS
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HANDS-ON RISK
MANAGEMENT SUPPORT

 

Members have access to dedicated Risk Control
Specialists who provide practical, on‑site
support—helping agencies identify risks,
strengthen safety practices, and implement
best‑practice solutions.

Support includes:
Facility and playground inspections
Loss trend analysis and recommendations
Policy reviews and safety program support

TRAINING, TOOLS &
EXPERT RESOURCES

 
IPARKS members benefit from an extensive
library of training and resources designed for
public agencies, including:

Online safety and compliance training
Cyber risk and human resources tools
Best practices for facilities, events, aquatics,
playgrounds, and more

These tools help members stay informed,
prepared, and compliant in an evolving risk
environment.

PEACE OF MIND FOR 
YOUR COMMUNITY

 
At its core, IPARKS membership provides
confidence, knowing your agency is supported
by a program built on collaboration, expertise,
and a shared commitment to public safety.
Members benefit from a stable coverage
structure, proactive risk management support,
and guidance from professionals who
understand the unique challenges facing park
and recreation agencies. This partnership
allows agencies to focus on their mission while
feeling secure that they are backed by a
program designed to protect their people,
property, and operations over the long term.
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WHAT DOES AN IPARKS
MEMBERSHIP MEAN?

 

 Photo courtesy of 
Princeton Park District 
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EASY 

RISK MANAGEMENT MADE EASY
IPARKS simplifies risk management for park and

recreation agencies, delivering clear coverage,

resources, and support so members can make

confident decisions and stay focused on serving their

communities.

EMPOWERED
PARTNERSHIPS THAT PROTECT 

WHAT MATTERS
Through trusted partners and expert guidance, IPARKS

equips members to manage risk proactively, with

support that strengthens protection for facilities,

programs, employees, and the public.

CUSTOMIZED
BUILT FOR ILLINOIS PARKS AND RECREATION
No two agencies are the same. IPARKS is designed

specifically for Illinois park and recreation agencies,

offering coverage and resources that can be customized

to reflect each member’s unique operations, exposures,

and needs.



IPARKS MEMBER SERVICES TEAM
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JASON JOHNSTON l SENIOR RISK SERVICES CONSULTANT 

 

 

 

 

(800) 748-0554 | rpnakovich@iparks.org

(447) 902-5800 | jjohnston@iparks.org

(800) 748-0554 | jlabanow@iparks.org

John LaBanow joined the IPARKS Member Services Team in 2016. As an IPARKS Member
Representative, John works directly with members and local agents on coverage guidance 

and completing annual renewals. Like Ryan, John ensures that members’ insurance and risk
management needs are met and educates members on enhancements to the IPARKS program.

John has worked in the insurance industry for over 30 years. 

Jason Johnston is the IPARKS Senior Risk Services Consultant. He provides claim review and
analysis; conducts on-site inspections of member facilities, playgrounds, and operations; and

reviews new playground equipment and layout design to address any risk control issues that may
arise. His risk management career began in 2005 in commercial insurance with Federated

Insurance, and he joined IPARKS in 2017. Jason is passionate about building relationships with
IPARKS members and helping them reduce and prevent claims and losses. He holds ARM, AIS, and

AINS designations and is a Certified Playground Safety Inspector and Certified Pool Operator.

Ryan Pnakovich joined the IPARKS Member Services Team in January 2014. As an IPARKS
Member Representative, Ryan works directly with members to ensure their insurance and risk
management needs are fulfilled. He provides expertise on all insurance and coverage-related
inquiries and educates members on updated programs and enhancements to the IPARKS
program. Prior to joining IPARKS, Ryan was a Personal Lines Representative with State Farm
Insurance and the Government Employees Insurance Company (GEICO). Ryan is a licensed
property and casualty and life and health agent.

As the Member Services Coordinator, Nilsa facilitates IPARKS risk management services and
resources, addresses member inquiries, tailors membership experiences, shares insight on IPARKS’
programs, and maximizes the value members receive from their IPARKS membership.

(888) 748-7966 x3136 | wfrench@iparks.org

Wendy French joined the IPARKS Member Services Team in 1997 as a Member Services
Representative and is a licensed property and casualty agent. Wendy is primarily responsible
for assisting IPARKS members with regard to questions about renewals and new business,
providing proof of coverage, and making policy changes.

NILSA QUANDT l MEMBER SERVICES COORDINATOR 
(833) 908-1686 | nilsa@iparks.org

RYAN PNAKOVICH l MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE 

WENDY FRENCH l MEMBER SERVICES REPRESENTATIVE 

JOHN LABANOW l MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE
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334 

 

 

36
eBLASTS DELIVERED 

 

 

MEMBER ENGAGEMENTS 
In 2025, the Member Services Team connected with members through 334 engagements. From updating statements of
values and completing comprehensive risk assessments to providing eLibrary tutorials and demonstrations, our team stayed
active—helping organizations make the most of the programs and services available through IPARKS

In addition to member visits, here are some other 2025 highlights:

IPARKS eBlasts help members stay a step ahead with
timely reminders, resources, and important information
delivered straight to their inbox. In 2025, IPARKS sent 36
eBlasts on topics including Fire Prevention Week,
cybersecurity (Artificial Intelligence, Cyber Hygiene, and
Cyber Claims), grant and renewal reminders, and seasonal
safety guidance such as Holiday Safety and Seasonal
Recreation Activities. Members who are not currently
signed up to receive eBlasts and would like to be included
may contact their IPARKS representative.

ANNUAL REPORT 2025

1,832
RESOURCES USED
Members made strong use of the IPARKS eLibrary,
accessing 1,832 resources over the year. Through on-
demand learning in Zywave and NeoGov Learn, members
completed training courses and accessed practical
materials ranging from compliance toolkits to ready-to-use
templates. Harassment Prevention was the most
frequently completed course in 2025. Together, these
resources help members reinforce safe workplaces,
support informed decision-making, and promote
consistent risk-management practices.

6
NEW MEMBERS ADDED
IPARKS proudly welcomed six new agencies to the
program in 2025. Their addition strengthens the IPARKS
community and reflects the continued value members find
in our coverage, resources, and partnership. Whether
you’re new to IPARKS or have been with us for years, we’re
grateful to have you as part of the IPARKS family.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Douglas Park District
Lake Barrington Countryside Park District
Milledgeville Unit Park District
San Jose Park District
Sumpter Township Park District
Walnut Park District

GRANTS THAT PUT SAFETY INTO ACTION

IPARKS reinvests in its members through targeted grant programs designed to strengthen safety, reduce risk, and
support proactive loss prevention efforts. These grants help agencies address real‑world needs, from repairing trip
hazards and improving playground safety to enhancing facilities and expanding staff training.

By supporting practical improvements and education, the IPARKS grant program helps members create safer
environments for employees, participants, and the communities they serve.

$114,116 invested back into member agencies in 2025



MEMBER SERVICES
2025 RESOURCE ELIBRARY HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 
IPARKS members have access to the Resource eLibrary—an extensive hub of online trainings, microlearning, webinars, and
sample policies designed to strengthen your risk management and loss control programs.

From expanding your understanding of risk mitigation techniques to finding ready‑to‑use templates and tools, the eLibrary
provides practical support right when you need it. It continues to serve as a key resource for enhancing your team’s training
and preparedness.

To get started, visit http://www.iparks.org and click on the Resource eLibrary tab to log in and begin exploring.
For login and registration assistance, email support@apeepelibrary.com. 

HR Portal - Zywave
The Zywave HR Portal gives members convenient access
to HR tools, compliance resources, and practical templates
that support everyday workforce needs. 

The portal also includes an Employee Handbook Builder,
which offers customizable, state‑ and federal‑compliant
handbook templates that are updated as regulations
change—helping members maintain clear, accurate
policies.

Additionally, Zywave’s integrated Learning Management
System (LMS) provides access to a library of training
courses, including required compliance modules and
professional development content, with easy assignment
and tracking to support ongoing employee training.

NeoGov Learn
NeoGov Learn provides a centralized, easy‑to‑use training
platform. It streamlines employee training through
automated reminders, mobile access, and clear progress
tracking, helping teams stay compliant and up to date. 

With access to over 570 courses focusing on safety, public
works, and compliance topics—IPARKS members can take
part in consistent, trackable training that supports
workforce development.

Cyber Portal - 
CyberNet
CyberNet provides practical tools and expert guidance to
strengthen their cybersecurity posture. Members gain
access to a full suite of resources—including sample
policies, incident response guidance, vendor risk
management support, and ransomware and AI readiness
—to help them prevent, detect, and respond to evolving
cyber threats. 

CyberNet also offers training to spot phishing attempts,
ensure legal and regulatory compliance, and maintain
business continuity in the face of cyber disruptions.
CyberNet equips you with actionable strategies to protect
your operations, your data, and your community.
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To support transparency and accountability, IPARKS works
with independent firms that assess and validate its financial
operations.

 

DEMOTECH, INC. 

Demotech,Inc., an
Ohio-based
independent financial
analysis services firm,
provided a Financial
Stability Rating based
on four specific areas of
analysis: financial
stability, loss reserves,
administration and
overall performance.

INDEPENDENT EVALUATIONS

ANNUAL REPORT 2025
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Did you know?
For 32 straight years, IPARKS has received Demotech’s top Financial Stability Rating—
AAA—based on financial data submitted to Demotech, Inc.

Founded in 1991, IPARKS has expanded to 180+ members and is entering
its 35th year of continued success. Over the years, IPARKS has introduced a
range of programs designed to reinvest in and support its members as they
provide exceptional park, recreation, and conservation services.These
efforts strengthen member support, promote long-term stability, and help
communities benefit from high-quality services.

STABILITY &
LONGEVITY

CROWE LLP
Crowe LLP audited
IPARKS’ financial
statements and issued
an unmodified opinion,
the highest level of
opinion available. An
independent auditor
conducts an audit of
IPARKS’ financial
statements on an
annual basis.



FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
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 Total liabilities

Net position - unrestricted

BALANCE SHEET

ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents

Investment securities

Member contributions receivable

Reinsurance receivable on paid claims

Deductible receivable

Member contributions to be billed in the future

Accrued investment income

 Total current assets

Noncurrent assets:

Investment securities, at fair value

Member contributions to be billed in the future

Total noncurrent assets

Total assets

LIABILITIES
Current liabilities:

 Accounts payable and accrued expenses

 Claims and claim adjustment expense reserves

Reinsurance premiums payable

 Total current liabilities

 Noncurrent liabilities:

 Claims and claim adjustment expense reserves

Unearned premium reserves

 Total noncurrent liabilities

2025

$3,613,545

3,751,900

23,522,349

2024

6,069,974

$20,497,482

26,567,456

4,310,446

1,111,018

399,351

10,460

$45,244

              3,969,898

                  214,246

                  990,654

-

14,091,543

2,159,340

16,250,883

           15,632,082

              1,551,120

      17,183,202

750,000

121,753

10,316,573

                  950,000

                  169,105

         6,339,147

558,764

2,583,219

720,247

               306,523

                       1,330,749

               515,746

3,862,230         2,153,018

2,159,340

48,404

2,207,744

                      1,551,120

                  47,762

         1,598,882

                     $19,770,449



12

ANNUAL REPORT 2025

Operating loss

Change in net position
Net position, beginning of year

Net position, end of year

Operating expenses:

Claims and claim adjustment expenses

Marketing and administrator fees

Other

Total operating expenses

INCOME STATEMENT

Operating revenue:

Member contributions

Less reinsurance premiums expense

Change in contributions that will be billed in the future 
to pay unpaid claims

 

Nonoperating revenue (expenses):

Interest and dividend income

Net realized and unrealized gains (losses) on investments

Cumulative reserve fund distributions

Return of member capital contributions

2025

(2,101,809)

2024

(1,393,790)

3,895,428 7,440,647

(2,990,938)                     (2,506,641)

(408,220) 953,354

5,403,063                           980,567

1,123,921 4,215,744

1,791,968                       1,252,195
706,260 789,141

6,796,853                       3,082,376

715,722 724,292

413,365                           668,441

(8,744) (27,709)

                                   (643)

Total nonoperating revenue (expenses) 1,109,948                       1,374,776

(727,033) (283,842)

20,781,32420,497,482

20,497,482                     19,770,449

Total operating revenue



53 Trails Estate Park District
Albion Park District
Allin Township Park District
Armington Community Park District
Arthur Community Park District
Aviston Park District
Bailey Park District
Barrington Hills Park District
Beardstown Community Park District
Benton Community Park District
Berkeley Park District
Big Rock Park District
Black Hawk Park District
Blue Island Park District
Blue Mound Park District
Braidwood Park District
Bridgeview Park District
Broadview Park District
Brookeridge Park District
Burlington Township Park District
Canton Park District
Caps Park District
Carbondale Park District
Carlinville Park District
Carrier Mills Park District
Central Stickney Park District
Charleston Township Park District
Chestnut-Beason Park District
Chicago Heights Park District
Chillicothe Park District
Clyde Park District

Coloma Township Park District
Cordova Township Park District
Creston-Dement Park District
Delavan Township Park District
Dieterich Park District
Dixon Park District
Dolton Park District
Douglas Park District
Dunleith Park District
East Oakland Township Park District
Effingham Park District
Elba-Salem Park District
Eldorado Raleigh Pleasure Driveway and Park District
Fairfield Park District
Farmington Township Park District
Flanagan Community Park District
Fon Du Lac Park District
Forest Preserves of Winnebago County
Forest View Park District
Forman Park District
Foss Park District
Frankfort Community Park District
Franklin Township Park District
Freeburg Park District
Freeport Park District
Gateway Special Recreation Association
Germantown Park District
Glen Ellyn Countryside Park District
Godley Park District
Golfview Hills Park District
Grand Tower Park District

Grandwood Park Park District
Granite City Park District
Grant Memorial Park District
Greater Brownstown Park District
Griggsville Community Park District
Hamilton Park District
Hanna City Park District
Hanover Township Park District
Harrisburg Township Park District
Harvey Park District
Havana Park District
Hennepin Park District
Herrin Park District
Hollis Park District
Horner Park District
Hutsonville Park District
Illinois River Valley Special Recreation Association
Inverness Park District
Joliet Park District
Kankakee River Valley Forest Preserve District
Kewanee Park District
Kingsbury Park District
Kingston Township Park District
La Harpe Park District
Lafayette Park District
Lake Barrington Countryside Park District
LaMotte Township Park District
Lena Community Park District
LeRoy Community Park District
Lewistown Park District
Lighthouse Park District

MEMBER LIST

SERVICE PROVIDERS
ADMINISTRATION &
RISK CONTROL
Risk Program Administrators
2850 Golf Road
Rolling Meadows, IL 60008
(833) 908-1686
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CLAIMS
ADMINISTRATION
Gallagher Bassett
2850 Golf Road
Rolling Meadows, IL 60008
(833) 302-2616

FINANCIAL
AUDITORS
CROWE LLP
155 W Nationwide Blvd Suite 500
Columbus, OH 43215
(614) 469-0001
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SALES & MEMBER
SERVICES
ACRISURE
315 S. Kalamazoo Mall 
Kalamazoo, MI 49007
(800) 692-9522



Limestone Park District
Lincoln Park District
Litchfield Park District
Long Grove Park District
Macomb Park District
Marion Park District
Markham Park District
Mason City Park District
Mason Township Park District
Mattoon Township Park District
Maywood Park District
Memorial Park District
Metamora Park District
Metro East Park & Recreation District
Milford Township Park District
Milledgeville Unit Park District
Momence Park District
Morton Park District
Mount Hope Funks Grove Park District
Mount Sterling Park District
Mt. Pulaski Township Park District
Murphysboro Park District
Neoga Township Park District
New Athens Park District
New Lenox Community Park District
Niantic Park District
Niles Park District
Nokomis Community Memorial Park District
North Fork Conservancy District
Octavia Park District

Odell Park District
Oregon Park District
Oswegoland Park District
Paxton Park District
Pearl City Park District
Pekin Park District
Peotone Park District
Phoenix Park District
Pitman Township Park District
Posen Park District
Princeton Park District
Putman Township Park District
Putnam County Conservation District
Quincy Park District
Rantoul Park District
Rend Lake Conservancy District
Ridgeville Park District
Riverdale Park District
Roanoke Park District
Robbins Park District
Rock Island County Forest Preserve District
Rosemont Park District
Roxana Community Park District
Saline Valley Conservancy District
Salt Creek Rural Park District
San Jose Park District
Sandwich Park District
Savanna Park District
Seward Park District
South Barrington Park District

Special Recreation of Joliet & Channahon Park Districts
Springfield Park District
St. Elmo Community Park District
St. Jacob Park District
Stonington Park District
Summit Park District
Sumpter Township Park District
Taylorville Community Pleasure Driveway & Park District
Teutopolis Park District
Tolono Park District
Toluca Park District
Tremont Area Park District
Tri-State Park District
Tri-Township Park District
Urbana Park District
Vandalia Park District
Venice Park District
Vermilion County Conservation District
Veterans Park District
Walnut Park District
Wards Creek Park District
Warsaw Park District
Washington Park District
Waterloo Park District
Watseka Park District
Westchester Park District
Westmont Park District
Winnebago Park District
Winslow Township Park District
York Center Park District

 Photo courtesy of Springfield Park District
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Pekin Park District

Westmont Park District

Joliet Park District

South Barrington Park District
Fon Du Lac Park District

Macomb Park District
Joliet Park District

Taylorville Park District
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	As Chair, I am pleased to share highlights and accomplishments from the IPARKS program over the past year on behalf of the Board of Directors. Throughout 2025, IPARKS continued to serve our members with a clear focus on what has always defined the program: making risk management easy, empowering members to act with confidence, and delivering solutions tailored to each district’s needs.
	Risk management remains the cornerstone of IPARKS. Our service team stayed deeply engaged with members, providing responsive guidance, practical resources, and thoughtful support that promotes safe community engagement and sustainable outdoor recreation. We strive to make risk management easy to navigate, empowering members with the tools, ideas, and advice needed to protect their districts while confidently serving their communities. Just as importantly, IPARKS is not a one‑size‑fits‑all program—our team partners with each member to ensure coverage and services truly reflect individual operations and exposures.
	IPARKS has long taken pride in delivering exceptional member service, and 2025 was no exception. Our communication efforts—including e‑blasts, newsletters, advertisements, and the annual calendar—continued to connect members with timely and relevant resources. The IPARKS Resource eLibrary remains a valuable training and education tool, and recent updates to its look and feel have improved usability. In 2026, we look forward to expanding its content to further support member safety, operations, and risk management efforts.
	We were also excited to welcome six new members to the IPARKS program in 2025. This growth reflects the strength of the program, the trust of our members, and the shared commitment to proactive risk management across our communities.
	On behalf of the Board, thank you to all IPARKS members for your continued partnership and confidence in the program. IPARKS not only helps manage risk—it supports the preservation, accessibility, and responsible use of our parks, forest preserves, conservancies, and special recreation facilities, enhancing quality of life throughout the communities we serve.
	As we look ahead to 2026, the IPARKS program will transition to a new program administrator, bringing additional depth of experience and support for our members. This change is intended to strengthen IPARKS’ ability to deliver practical guidance, dependable claims coordination, and thoughtful risk management solutions, while maintaining the responsive, member‑focused service districts rely on. While the administrator will change, IPARKS’ core commitment remains the same: trusted partnership, flexibility, and service tailored to each member’s needs.
	Thank you for your dedication to public outdoor spaces and for your continued support of IPARKS.
	Warm regards,
	KEVIN YATES  Executive Director, Chillicothe Park District
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	MEMBER BENEFITS
	GRANTS THAT PUT  SAFETY INTO ACTION
	TRAINING, TOOLS &  EXPERT RESOURCES
	HANDS-ON RISK MANAGEMENT SUPPORT
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	WHAT DOES AN IPARKS MEMBERSHIP MEAN?
	EASY  RISK MANAGEMENT MADE EASY IPARKS simplifies risk management for park and recreation agencies, delivering clear coverage, resources, and support so members can make confident decisions and stay focused on serving their communities.
	EMPOWERED PARTNERSHIPS THAT PROTECT  WHAT MATTERS Through trusted partners and expert guidance, IPARKS equips members to manage risk proactively, with support that strengthens protection for facilities, programs, employees, and the public.
	CUSTOMIZED BUILT FOR ILLINOIS PARKS AND RECREATION No two agencies are the same. IPARKS is designed specifically for Illinois park and recreation agencies, offering coverage and resources that can be customized to reflect each member’s unique operations, exposures, and needs.

	IPARKS MEMBER SERVICES TEAM
	NILSA QUANDT l MEMBER SERVICES COORDINATOR
	As the Member Services Coordinator, Nilsa facilitates IPARKS risk management services and resources, addresses member inquiries, tailors membership experiences, shares insight on IPARKS’ programs, and maximizes the value members receive from their IPARKS membership.

	JASON JOHNSTON l SENIOR RISK SERVICES CONSULTANT
	Jason Johnston is the IPARKS Senior Risk Services Consultant. He provides claim review and analysis; conducts on-site inspections of member facilities, playgrounds, and operations; and reviews new playground equipment and layout design to address any risk control issues that may arise. His risk management career began in 2005 in commercial insurance with Federated Insurance, and he joined IPARKS in 2017. Jason is passionate about building relationships with IPARKS members and helping them reduce and prevent claims and losses. He holds ARM, AIS, and AINS designations and is a Certified Playground Safety Inspector and Certified Pool Operator.

	RYAN PNAKOVICH l MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE
	Ryan Pnakovich joined the IPARKS Member Services Team in January 2014. As an IPARKS Member Representative, Ryan works directly with members to ensure their insurance and risk management needs are fulfilled. He provides expertise on all insurance and coverage-related inquiries and educates members on updated programs and enhancements to the IPARKS program. Prior to joining IPARKS, Ryan was a Personal Lines Representative with State Farm Insurance and the Government Employees Insurance Company (GEICO). Ryan is a licensed property and casualty and life and health agent.

	JOHN LABANOW l MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE
	John LaBanow joined the IPARKS Member Services Team in 2016. As an IPARKS Member Representative, John works directly with members and local agents on coverage guidance  and completing annual renewals. Like Ryan, John ensures that members’ insurance and risk management needs are met and educates members on enhancements to the IPARKS program. John has worked in the insurance industry for over 30 years.

	WENDY FRENCH l MEMBER SERVICES REPRESENTATIVE
	Wendy French joined the IPARKS Member Services Team in 1997 as a Member Services Representative and is a licensed property and casualty agent. Wendy is primarily responsible for assisting IPARKS members with regard to questions about renewals and new business, providing proof of coverage, and making policy changes.
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	MEMBER ENGAGEMENTS
	1,832 RESOURCES USED
	6 NEW MEMBERS ADDED

	WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
	Douglas Park District Lake Barrington Countryside Park District Milledgeville Unit Park District San Jose Park District Sumpter Township Park District Walnut Park District

	GRANTS THAT PUT SAFETY INTO ACTION
	MEMBER SERVICES 2025 RESOURCE ELIBRARY HIGHLIGHTS

	NeoGov Learn
	HR Portal - Zywave
	Cyber Portal -  CyberNet
	INDEPENDENT EVALUATIONS
	To support transparency and accountability, IPARKS works with independent firms that assess and validate its financial operations.
	DEMOTECH, INC.
	CROWE LLP
	Did you know?

	STABILITY & LONGEVITY
	Founded in 1991, IPARKS has expanded to 180+ members and is entering its 35th year of continued success. Over the years, IPARKS has introduced a range of programs designed to reinvest in and support its members as they provide exceptional park, recreation, and conservation services.These efforts strengthen member support, promote long-term stability, and help communities benefit from high-quality services.


	FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
	ASSETS
	Total current assets
	Total assets

	LIABILITIES
	Total current liabilities
	BALANCE SHEET
	10,316,573
	6,339,147
	23,522,349
	26,567,456
	3,862,230
	2,153,018
	Total liabilities
	3,751,900
	6,069,974
	$20,497,482
	$19,770,449
	Net position - unrestricted



	ANNUAL REPORT 2025
	INCOME STATEMENT
	Total operating revenue
	Total operating expenses
	Operating loss
	Total nonoperating revenue (expenses)
	1,374,776
	1,109,948
	19,770,449
	20,497,482

	MEMBER LIST
	SERVICE PROVIDERS
	ADMINISTRATION & RISK CONTROL Risk Program Administrators 2850 Golf Road Rolling Meadows, IL 60008 (833) 908-1686
	SALES & MEMBER SERVICES ACRISURE 315 S. Kalamazoo Mall  Kalamazoo, MI 49007 (800) 692-9522
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